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Recent Events

Joint NU-CIT Chamber Symposium

On the 17th February, 2009, NU and the Chamber of Information and Communications Industry
(CIT) held a symposium on "Research & Innovation" sponsored by the Information Technology
Industry Development Agency (ITIDA). The symposium hosted several distinguished speakers
concerned with R&D foundations in Egypt. The topics discussed were aimed towards stressing
the importance of supporting local research and innovation, and also towards the gains and benefits
of developing products and its effect on the ICT industry.

The symposium be1gan with welcome statements given respectively by Mr. Magdy Khairallah,
Chairman of the CIT Chamber, and Dr. Tarek Khalil, Acting President of NU, followed by a one-
hour presentation given by Professor Lockwood Carlson, Visiting Professor at NU's MOT ram,
and President of Carlson Consulting Group. The presentation was entitled "The importance of
R&D, Innovation, New Product Development, and Global New Trends".

Further on, illustrations were presented about the opportunities for the R&D funding, and determining
a strong basis for R&D activities, also cooperation between well equip educational and research
institutions such as NU and the major IT companies which have a belief in innovation and investing
in R&D, and the support of governmental organizations such as the CIT Chamber, can make the
difference in the future of the ICT industry in Egypt.

One hundred fifteen guests attended the symposium; the majority was from the IT business sectors.

Nighttime Highway Construction Workshop

The Construction Engineering & Management (CEM) Program
at NU held a one-day workshop entitied "Nighttime Highway
Construction Practices and Standards” on the 17th of February
at the Cairo Marriott Hotel. Seventy engineers from several
construction companies attended the workshop which covered
topics on nighttime construction practices; challenges and
opportunities; nighttime lighting requirements and design; Impact
of nighttime construction on safety, quality, productivity and cost;
pn& arb g\;\ervlew of nighttime highway construction standards
in the 2

The workshop was presented by Dr. Eng. Khaled El-Rayes, Visiting Professor at NU's CEM Program
and an Associate Professor and O'Neil Faculty Scholar at the Department of Civil and Environmental
Engineering, University of lllinois. Dr. EI-Rayes has conducted numerous research projects on nighttime
construction, the results of which were adopted by the lllinois Department of Transportation in drafting
its new lighting specifications for nighttime highway construction.

Workshop participants received certificates for their attendance and active participation.

“Languages of Influence” Breakfast Seminar

Seventy-six guests from the upper-and middle-management of various

business sectors attended NU's breakfast seminar entitled “The Languages ‘| d
of Influence: from Politics to Business" held on February 5th at the Cairo -
Marriott Hotel. The seminar was presented by Professor Dr. Brian Leggett, =
Visiting Professor at NU's Executive MBA Program, and Professor in
the Department of Managing People in Organizations, IESE Business
School. The seminar discussed the ability of the Executives to negotiate,
create and maintain good interpersonal relationships just like politicians;
they have to be political and diplomatic in order to get their job done.

The first part of Professor Brian's presentation introduced examples of some influential politicians &
CEOs of companies. The presentation reviewed their points of strengths and weaknesses that resulted
in either their success or loss, and how executives can learn from such experiences to enhance their
communication success in business. The second part of the presentation was dedicated towards
understanding the power of persuasion, which in return could help executives in becoming more
influential for their organizations.
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NU Research Outcome: Papers Presentations
in CIBEC'08

Four of NU's Research Assistants (RAs) gave a
presentation of their Research Papers on December 18th
& 20th, 2008 in the 4th Cairo International Biomedical
Engineering Conference 2008 (CIBEC'08). CIBEC is
organized by Cairo University and co-sponsored technically
by IEEE Engineering in Medicine and Biology Society and
the Egypt Chapter of IEEE. The Papers presented are
the result of the research conducted by NU RAs and
supervised by NU Professors in the University’s research
centers during the last few months. Worthy of being
mentioned that the RAs' Papers are accepted by the
CIBEC for publishing to benefit researchers worldwide.

A CIS Tutorial: Microarray Bioinformatics

As a satellite event to the
first Workshop of the
Center for Informatics
(CIS), Nile University
(NU) hosted on January
8th, 2009 a three-day
tutorial on microarray
bioinformatics, an area
considered revolutionary
in genetic analysis
studies. Ibrahim Emam from the microarray informatics
group at the European Bioinformatics Institute (EBI),
Hinxton, UK, visited NU to present a series of talks and
hands-on training on microarray technology and the
associated data analyses. The event is a result of
collaboration between the bioinformatics group of NU and
the microarray informatics group at EBI, Hinxton, UK.

Spring '09 Orientation Session

NU organized an orientation session on Sunday, February
22th, 2009 to welcome new students for the spring intake.
Dr. Tarek Khalil, Acting President & Provost, gave a
welcoming note and a presentation on NU. Moreover the
students were acquainted with the facilities that the
university maintains.

NU accepted for the Spring '09 intake, 40 new students
to g‘oin the following two-year masters programs:
xecutive MBA

Management of Technology

Communications & Information Technology (CIT general

track)

CIT - Wireless Technologies

Microelectronics Systems Design

Construction Engineering and Management






